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Submitted via email 

 

November 11, 2020 

 

Mr. Scott Sweeney 

Chair 

State Board of Education 

2070 Twin Towers East 

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive SE 

Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

RE: EOCT Course Weight Reduction 

 

Dear Chair Sweeney and Board Members: 

More than at any point in our lifetimes, present circumstances compel us to reconsider the 

priorities we hold for our students and educators. PAGE fully supports State School 

Superintendent Richard Woods’ recommendation to lessen the influence of End-of-Course Tests 

(EOCTs) on student grades due to the unprecedented and continued disruption to learning since 

March. 

 

Before we ask students to think about state tests and the grades they might earn as a result, we 

must ensure students have the support and resources needed to learn. This pandemic year has 

proven to be a chaotic, difficult time for everyone, especially students. The abrupt and unsettling 

flip to virtual learning in the spring led to learning losses. The uncertainties of opening schools 

this academic year during a pandemic with new worries, new routines and new learning formats 

persist deep into the current semester. More than a dozen Georgia school districts large and small 

have yet to open for any face-to-face instruction. In addition to the challenges from uncertain 

methods of instructional delivery, many students’ families face even more difficult struggles 

outside of school that threaten daily survival. Dealing with these issues is more important than a 

test score this year.  

 

PAGE urges the state board to lower the weight of the End-of Course Tests to 0.01 percent. 

Georgia educators and district leaders should be focused on supporting student needs and helping 

students close learning gaps and master content that may not be captured on this year’s EOCTs. 
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We should support educators’ expertise to evaluate and determine student needs rather than 

concentrate on more narrowly focused curriculum to match EOCT content. 

School district leaders who determine that their students are best served by maintaining the 

existing weight –  which is 20 percent of students’ grades – have the local authority to do so and 

can present that rationale to their school communities. 

Acknowledging the unprecedented pandemic strain on the education system, policymakers have 

untethered educator evaluation from student assessment for the 2020-2021 school year. Students 

deserve the same consideration from policymakers.  

Thank you for your service to Georgia’s students, educators and public education. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Craig Harper 

PAGE Executive Director 

 

CC:  Mike Long 

Butch Mosely 

Helen Rice 

Lisa Kinnemore  

Kenneth Mason  

Mike Royal 

Jason Downey  

Martha Zoller  

Lee Anne Cowart  

Scott Johnson  

Trey Allen 

Leonte Benton 

Phenna Rene Petty 

Superintendent Richard Woods 

Matt Jones, GaDOE Chief of Staff  

Tiffany Taylor, GaDOE Deputy Superintendent Policy, Flexibility, and External Affairs 

Margaret Ciccarelli, PAGE Attorney & Director of Legislative Services 

 


